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index and full set of test-letters conclude the volume. The work is 
gotten out by the publishers in very good form and makes an attractive- 
looking volume. We shall look soon for a second edition, when any 
defects pointed out may be corrected. W. 0. M. 


Etudes de Chirubgie Hedullaire. Par A. Chipault. 8vo., pp. vi„ 

■403. Paris: Felix Alcan, 1894. 

Studies in Spinal Surgery. 

It is not often that one comes across such a treasure-house as this 
admirable book on Spinal Surgery by the well-known French surgeon. 
Those who have read the Revues de Ghirurgie and de Neurologie , as well as 
other journals, know very well the many contributions to surgical litera¬ 
ture, especially to that of the spine, which he has already given to the 
public, but it^ is still a surprise to see how complete this portion of the 
work in question is, and especially will be when entirely finished. This is 
the first part of a work to be completed in either three or four volumes. 
The present volume includes the History, Technique, and Indications. 
The second, now in press, treats of the Diagnosis of Spinal Lesions, and 
the third, and possibly a fourth, will take up, in detail, Fractures, 
Pott’s disease, Spinal Fistula, Tumors, Spina Bifida, Curvatures, etc. 

The author has none of the national seclusion which is so frequently 
characteristic of French writers. One sees constantly books from 
which it would be supposed that surgery began and ended within 
the boundaries of the French Republic, but in the present work not 
only are German and English authors constantly quoted, but all the 
well-known American surgeons appear in its pages. There seems to have 
been hardly even the Transactions of an American State Medical Society 
that he has not searched and extracted all of value in it So far as the 
reviewer is aware, no important case and no important paper from an 
American author has been overlooked; and strange to say, the only 
misprint of an American name (p. 155) is that of McCosh, who appears 
as “ M. Cosh.” The illustrations also are admirable, and are taken 
freely from foreign as well as French authors. On p. 30 he figures a 
dural needle identical with one devised some years ago by the reviewer 
(Buck’s Reference Handbook of the Medical Sciences , vol. viii. p. 210), 
but abandoned in favor of the smallest Hagedorn semicircular needle. 

He points out and illustrates by a good woodcut (Fig. 13) that the 
posterior surface of the bodies of the vertebrae can be reached by draw¬ 
ing the spinal cord aside, and it is probable that in view of the elasticity 
of the roots of the spinal nerves operators have often been too timid in 
thus displacing the cord by suitable retractors. 

In cases of vertebral abscess he approves very strongly of Treves’ 
method in the lumbar region, which in fact has now become, one might 
say, classic. In the dorsal region he quotes the bold, and almost rash, 
proposal of Vincent for trans-somatic vertebral and pre-medullary 
drainage, and in the cervical region gives his hearty approval, as seems 
just, to the antiseptic method of reaching a post-pharyngeal abscess by 
an incision along the anterior or posterior border of the stemo-cleido- 
mastoid muscle, rather than through the mouth. 



CHIPAULT: STUDIES IN SPINAL SURGERY. 308 


For the treatment of hydrocephalus by indirect drainage through the 
spine, he proposes, and with a certain amount of reason, puncture of 
the spinal envelope at the lumbo sacral junction, between the fifth 
lumbar and the first sacral vertebrce, instead of that of Quincke, between 
the third and fourth. Parkin’s more recent method for the relief of 
intra cranial pressure by the withdrawal of cerebro spinal fluid from 
the basal sub-arachnoid space ( Lancet , July 1,1893) is not included in 
this chapter, since it was published undoubtedly too late to be included. 
Not only has he gathered together a large number of cases, but he has 
evidently studied them with care and good judgment, and with his con¬ 
clusions we can rarely differ. 

Thus in fractures implicating the cauda equina, his conclusions are: 
“1. In fractures of the lumbar or sacral vertebrae, with irreducible 
displacement of the fragments, immediate interference should be the 
rule. 2. In fractures reduced spontaneously or by surgical manipula¬ 
tion, wait If the course of the accident is progressively toward health, 
abstaiu from intervention. If the case is stationary, intervention by 
the end of the first month is proper; not earlier, for the restoration of 
function cannot begin before this period; not much later, since in¬ 
curable degenerations of the spine may be established ” (p. 71). In the 
cauda equina he also rightly advocates suture of the nerves if it be 
needed. And again: “ In complete fractures of the vertebne with 
persistent compression of the cord between the body and the lamina, 
surgical interference has only resulted beneficially when it has been 
made very early, and in traumatisms of the inferior part of the spine 
and not its superior portion, and also in case the cord has simply been 
compressed and not destroyed ” (pp. 102, 103). And again, in frac¬ 
tures of laminae at any level, lamnectoray (as, following Lloyd, he pro¬ 
poses to spell it) is to be done, with the removal of any extra dural clots. 

Following this chapter on traumatism is a table of one hundred and 
sixty-seven cases of lamnectomy in fractures, and a second table of eight 
cases of surgical operations other than lamnectomy in fracture, and a 
third of one hundred and four cases of surgical interference for gunshot 
wound, practically covering all the modern literature of these cases. ^ 

In Pott’s disease with paraplegia, his conclusion is that surgical in¬ 
terference should be much restricted. The results have been far from 
giving that which had been hoped, and he would restrict it to special 
and rather rare varieties of pathological change, such as paraplegia 
from cold abscess, from direct compression of the medulla by granula¬ 
tion tissue, and paraplegia with perimeningitis, which has resulted in a 
permanent sclerosis. In addition to this restriction, the contra-indica¬ 
tions from bad general health of the patient, from the extent of the 
osseous lesion, and intra meningeal tubercular infection, should ever be 
borne in mind. Following this also i3 a table of fifty-nine cases of 
operation in Pott’s disease without paraplegia, _ and another of ope 
hundred and three cases of lamnectomy in Pott’s disease with paraplegia. 

Of spinal tumors he gives a -table of twenty-two cases which have 
come to operation, and his conclusions are in favor of operation in case 
the disease is not malignant or disseminated; but he promises in a 
future volume to enter into this matter much more fully. _ 

Following these chapters are some interesting observations of varied 
character, including one excellent case of his own (p. 367) of osteo¬ 
myelitis of the body of a lumbar vertebra, with complete and durable 
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cure resulting from operation. To the intra-spinnl resection of the 
nerve roots he gives a guarded approval, based on the very few cases 
thus far recorded, two of Abbe’s, two of Horsley’s, and one of Bennett’s. 

The book has one characteristically French, and very grave, defect; 
there is a table of contents, but absolutely no index. \Ve are constantly 
surprised at the neglect of French authors to put in any indices what¬ 
ever. German and especially English and American books have full 
indices, so that one can refer instantly to any topic, and very frequently, 
especially in German books, to the remarks or cases of any author; hut 
to find a French book with an index is a rare pleasure. Each volume 
of this series, being issued separately, should have an index, and we 
especially urge that when the work is completed there shall be a full 
and complete index of all the volumes. W. W. K. 


Syllabus of Lectures on the Practice of Surgery, Arranged in 
Conformity with the “American Text-book of Surgery.” By 
N. Senn, M.D., Ph.D., LL.D. Pp. 221. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 
1893. 

This excellent little Syllabus of Surgerv is intended more especially 
for teachers and students. The idea of the author is that the teacher 
will find it useful as a skeleton for his lectures, and the student as a 
Beries of headings from which he can quickly refresh his mind in pre¬ 
paring for a quiz. The author has added a few facts, names of authors, 
and operations. 

The book is imperfect in one respect, that it does not cover all of the 
American Text-book of Surgery; the first part, which treats especially of 
the Principles of Surgery, being excluded. 'NVe hope this defect will be 
remedied when another edition is called for, os it undoubtedly will be. 
The work is certainly one involving great labor, and at the same time is 
extremely clear, both by its mechanical arrangement and its textual ex¬ 
actness. Those who use the American Text-book of Surgery as a text¬ 
book will find it very useful. W. W. K. 


Theory and Practice of Medicine. By James T. Whittaker, 
M.D., LL.D. 8vo., pp. 821. Wm. Wood & Co., 1893. 

The keynote of the book is infection. From the dedication to Robert 
Koch, “ founder of bacteriology,” and to George M. Sternberg, “ pioneer 
in the study of parasitism in this country,” through the whole of the 
subject-matter sounds the one tone. The author promises in the preface 
that morbid anatomy shall receive but little consideration, and keeps 
his promise well. Treatment, too, does not have much attention as 
compared with the study of the causes of disease. 

The volume is one of 821 pages, including the index. It is well 
printed on good paper; and is provided with 300 excellent illustrations 
and a colored plate. It is impossible to review all the sections in detail, 



